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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ROME 02868 231814Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 MC-02 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 SP-02 
OMB-Ol TRSE-00 /029 W 

232339 015050/72-61 

R 231649Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2926 
USNATO BRUSSELS 3757 
INFO DOD/ISA 
JCS 

UNCLAS ROME 2868 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: IT, MPOL 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN AIR FORCE PROMOTIONAL BILL 

1 . SUBJECT BILL PASSED BY SENATE FEBRUARY 11. WILL 
OFFICIALLY BECOME LAW WHEN PUBLISHED IN OFFICIAL GAZETTE. 

2. LAW AUTHORIZES EXPENDITURE OF 935 BILLION LIRE, ABOUT 
1 . 1 BILLION DOLLARS AT 880 LIRE/DOLLAR. LAW SPECIFICALLY 
AUTHORIZES INCREASING THIS AMOUNT THROUGH NORMAL 
APPROPRIATIONS, HOWEVER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROGRAMMING NEEDS. 
ORIGINAL DRAFT LEGISLATION CALLED FOR TOTAL EXPENDITURE OF 

1,265 BILLION LIRE IN SPECIFIED ANNUAL AMOUNTS. FINAL VERSION 
WILL PROVIDE AIR FORCE MUCH MORE FLEXIBILITY. 

3. AIR FORCE’S PROGRAM DESCRIBED IN LAW ONLY IN BROAD 
CATEGORICAL TERMS AND MUST BE PRESENTED TO BOTH HOUSES WITHIN 
SIX MONTHS. 

4. WILL POUCH TEXT WHEN AVAILABLE.BEAUDRY 
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